‘Facilitate democratising agriculture research’

Both the food insecurity and agrarian crisis lead one to question the governance
of agricultural research in India

DHARWAD: The Alliance for
Democratising Agricultural
Research in South Asia
(ADARSA) intends to hold a
Farmers Jury (Prajateerpu)
in Karnataka in November
2009, according to Deccan
Development Society Direc-
tor P V satheesh. The Deccan
Development Society is pio-
neering the cause in India.

Mr Satheesh noted this while
addressing the participantsata
preliminary meeting regarding
the holding of this ‘Prajateer-
pu’, organised in Dharwad re-
cently. Farmers, agriculture sci-
entists, representatives of
different organisations, journal-
ists, academicians, and devel-
opment activists actively par-
ticipated in the deliberations of
the meeting.

Stating that the focus of the
event will be assessing agricul-
ture research activities from
farmers' judgment, he said,
"globalisation has had an ir-
reparableimpact on agriculture
and agricultural economy in In-
dia." The focus of agriculture
research has changed. Re-
searches in the universities are
hardly need-based.

He said, there was an ex-

tremely disturbing shift towards
biotechnology and genetic engi-
neering as the engine to drive
Indian agriculture in the com-
ing decades. Technology was
being imposed on the farmers'
knowledge, which had evolved
over generations. To narrow the
gap, organisations which
shared similar interest around
the world have initiated
ADARSA. "The Farmers Juryis
one of the steps towards achiev-
ing Democratisation of Agricul-
ture Research,"” he added

He further stated that such
an event was previously organ-
ised in Andhra Pradesh, which
created policy-level impact.
ADARSA wants to repeat the
experience by holding Farmers
Juryin Karnataka. Prior to the
commencing of Farmers Jury,
ADARSA will hold a consulta-
tive meeting in Bangalore with
experts from South Karnataka,
he added.

Head of K H Patil K VK
(Hulkoti) L. G Hiregoudar,
Dharwad All India Radio Assis-
tant Station Director C U Bel-
lakki, Agriculture scientists Dr
Devakumar, Dr Ramesh Bhat,
Dr Hanumaratti, and Dr Prab-
hu, farmers C R. Budihal, Sure-
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Deccan Development Society
Director PV Satheesh ad-
dressing a preliminary meet-
ing of ‘Prajateerpy’ in Dhar-
wad.

shagouda Patil, seed conserver
Shrenikaraju Yelavatti, Dr San-
jeev Kulkarni, Ramakrishna P
Hegde, water activist Chan-
abasappa Shivappa Kombali,
Dr Prakash Bhat, Shivaraj
Hunugund of Green Founda-
tion, Dr Raghu Murthugadde,
environmental activist Pan-
durang Hegde, Agriculture Of-
ficer Channappa Angadi were
among those who shared their
views on the initiative.

Background
It is everyone's knowledge
that while India boasts of having

the largest number of billion-
aires in the world, it is 125 in
the Human Development In-
dex. It also is home to the
largest number of farmers sui-
cidesin theworld. Over the last
ten years, nearly .50 lakh farm-
ers have committed suicide.
While the country claims in-
creasing level of productivity in
food production over the years,
Indiaalso hasthe highest num-
ber of hungry people. Italso has
the distinction of having more
children suffering from malnu-
trition than the sub-Saharan
Africa.

A study commissionedto find
out the research trend in four
leading agricultural universities
and two major initiatives of the
Indian Council for Agricultural
Research (ICAR) the apex body
of the Indian Government for
agricultural research in India
clearly points to an extremely
disturbing shift towards
biotechnology and genetic engi-
neering as the engine to drive
Indian agriculture in the com-
ing decades.

IAASTD
ltisinthis context, thereisa
rethinking world over on agri-

cultural research. A recent ir
ternational initiative that wa
sponsored by the FAO, Worl
Bank, United Nations Develog
ment Programme, UN Enwv
ronment Programme, UN
ESCO, WHO and such othe
major global development or
ganizations made a major de
parture from the convention:
thinking on agricultural know!
edge and research.

Called IAASTD (Internation
al Assessment of Agricultur:
Knowledge, Science and Tech
nology for Development), thi
initiative clearly articulated th
globalrethinking on the corpc
rate controlled agricultural sc
ence which was possible be
cause of the directions given b
the Green Revolution model ¢
agricultural science which heay
ily institutionalised the depenc
ence on external inputsin agr
culture.

The South Asian initiativ
called Alliance for Democratis
ing Agricultural Research i
South Asia is being lead by th
Deccan Development Societ
and participated ingroups fron
Nepal, Bangladesh and Sri Lar
ka, alongside a number o
groups from India.



